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THE 


Free BRITON's 
ANSWERS. 


F V the Stile of the Pretender's Declaration, he 


on the Stupidity and Infatuation of the Na- 
. 7. tion. He ſays, his only Intention is to re- 
ie «« inſtate is Subjects in the full Enjoyment 
of their Religion, Laws and Liberties, ** When we 
e in the moſt copious Poſſeſſion of all theſe Bleſſings, 


e Earth, he comes from Rome, where Religion is found- 
| upon Fraud, Rapine, and Cruelty, to re- inſtate us 
roteflants in the full Enjoyment of our Religion, which 
accurſed by Rome, and we are damned by Rome for 
U . | 
Tut fo Queen Mary re-inftated her Subjects in the full 
njoyment of their ah. e. by ſetting up the Papiſts to 
rn the Proteſtants, and purſued this her motherly Good - 
fs, and Protection of them in all their Rights, to the 
d of her deteſtable Life. Jh promiſed as fair as he does, 
e 5 promiſed 


ſeems to rely, for his principal Support, up- 


7en to Profuſion and Satiety, beyond all the Nations of 


publick Spirit 


us of Popery, and the Maxims of the Pope, will fuffe 
him to keep them. Did his pretended Father keep then 
He does not pretend to ſay that he did; he cannot pre 


Rights?“ I doubt he hath a double Meaning; firſt ff: 


them the while to think that they are wronged of th 


Admittance; And then, when they have made him M. 
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promiſed the very ſame Things, and profeſſed the fa 


What Reaſon can we have to believe that he will ne 
follow her Catholic Example, educated, as he is, in the ſ⸗ 
Catholic Principles, which eternally infer the ſame Cathol 
Spirit? Before we can take his Word, he mutt ſhew u 
what he never can ſhew, that ęver a Popiſh' Prince key 
his Engagements to Proteſtant Subjects, or that the Gen 


tend to ſay it. He knows that he did not; yet does n( 
condemn, nor even cenſure him, for not doing it, ne 
for breaking all his ſolemn Oaths, and invading all o 
A „„ 1 

What therefore does he mean by his Intention, 
cc re- inſtate his Subjects in the Enjoyment of all the 


| 
x 


miſlead, if he can, ſuch as already enjoy all their Righ 
when at the ſame time he intends, as his Education 2 
Religion direct him, to ſpoil! them of all. He would dra 


Rights, and he comes to reſtore them. Thus he giv 
weak Minds Hopes, in order to bring them to give hi 


ter. he will teach them what heir Rights are; namel 
to be redeemed from Here, and to be forced, for the 
Good, into the Beſom of the Catholic Church; and to 
ruled by an hereditary indefzafible Sovereign, who will n 
call them from the Guilt of Rebellion, and rule them 
the ſalutary Laws of abſolute Menarchy. Liberty, as it 
now underfteod and practiſed, can be none of the 
Rights as by it his Father was dethrone, and himſe 
flands excluded. 55 | 

He therefore cannot mean Engliſh Proteſtant Liberty 
If he did, his Declaration would be ridiculous; for w 
People upon Earth Pye 


* 5 


{ 


tg) 


ſent Attempt would, for the ſame Reaſon, be a Contra- 
dicton; fince, whilft we enjoy our preſent Liberty, he 
can never reign. As little can he mean the preſent Proteſ- 
tant Religion, which excluded +is Father for ever, and 
him from ever ſucceeding his Father. "7 | 

This Language and theſe Promiſes are therefore mere 
Mockery to all Men of Senſe, and Sugar-Plumbs to 
Children and Fools. It is equally abſurd and deceitful 
to call us his Subjects: He is an Exile by Law, and can 
have no Subjects. We are not, we ſcorn to be his Sub- 
jets. By calling us his Subjects, he diſowns the Law; 
yet, mocking Sovereignty, and deriding us, he offers us 
a gracious Impoſſibility, re-infating us in what we ne- 
ver. wanted, what we enjoy above all Men, our Religion, 
Law and Liberties. „„ + 

It not this pleaſant ? His Father ran head-long to deſ- 
troy all theſe, the Moment after he had ſworn to preſerve 
them all: King William reſtored them, King George 
has enlarged them, and ſteadily preſerves them. In what 
Senſe are they to be re. inſtated, but by being re-deſiroyed? 
As he is the viſionary Repreſentative of all his Subjects, 
that is, of all as, who are not his Subjects, by re inſtating 
himſelf, he concludes that ve ſhall all be re-inſtated, ---- 
for awe are all His. 8 5 
Neither are ſuch extravagant Doctrine and Demands 
unlike thoſe preached up by the Court Sycophants in his 
Father's Time, and too long before. It would be end- 
leſs to cite Quotations and Sermons, and the Abuſes then 
put upon God's Word, upon this Subject, by Men pro- 
fanely calling thomſelves Religious, and proſtituting the 
Name of Proteftants to Popiſh Purpoſes. One IIluſtrati- 
on ſhall ſuffice here out of Thouſands. Dr. Ball, Ma 
ſter of the Temple, taking for his Text the Words of our 
bleſſed Saviour, Render unto Cz/ar the things that 
are Cz/ar's ** defired his Audience to obſerve, that the 
Words were, RENDER: unto Cæſar, not GIVE wnto 
 Cez/ar; fer that all was Cæſar's before. The 2 

W 8 2 | | = or 


publiſhed, purpoſely to deſtroy the Edict of Nantes (and 


Doctor goes on to ſhew all Men, that no Man had a 
Right to any Thing, that whatever Men had was Cæſar's, 
and Cz/ar had a Right to a// Things. 

I need hardly add, that by Cz/ar the Doctor meant King 
James, or King Charles, (I forget which) Princes not very 
Carſartan, but greedy of all the Rights which Dr. Ball 


| conferred upon Ez/ar : nor had he any other Reaſon for 


ſo Te them. Haditbeen neceſſary to have de- 
rived theſe Princes from the blood of Cæſar, tis not im- 
probable that the ingenious, courteous Divine would have 


_ invented a lineal Deicent from him, found a Text ſor it; 


and branded as #hei/ts all who diſputed it. 


I cannot but here remark, with Concern; that the Di- 


vines of thoſe Days, even ſome able Divines, whilſt they 
contended againſt the Frauds and Horrors of Popery with 
irreſiſtible Force and ſucceſs, yet with ſtrange Inconſtancy, 


and ftrange Zeal, maintained the wild Tenets of ;nde/*a/i> 


ble Right, and blind Bondage to the will of a Tyrant, e- 


ven of a Popiſb Tyrant. It is one of the many and migh- 
ty Bleſſings attending the Revolution and Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion, that our Divines breathe a different Spirit, and 
contend, like good Engliſhmen, for Civil Liberty, and, 
like good Chrittians, for Liberty of Conſcience, = Doc- 


trines odious and decried in former Reigns. 


The Pretender therefore, by Religion, Laws, and Liber- 


ties, means ſuch as his pretended Father, King James, 


pleaſed to allow his Subjects; for he ſtrove to extinguiſh 
all the Laws of Religion and Liberty, which they claimed 
to themſelves. By theſe Laws and Liberties. therefore. 
he cannot intend, and therefore ave cannot underſtand him 
to intend, Ours. His words are manifeſt Cant the of all 
Invaders. Who, that invades a Country, would not flat- 


ter it to obtain it? There is not a Tyrant in Europe but 
. pretends to allow his Slaves great Rights and Privileges, 


and profeſſes how 7errrly he will maintain them in ſuch. 


Old Louis, in every Step he took, and in every Edict he 


he 
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he means by 


620; 


he was 3 by all Steps and Edicts, Es that 


perfidious Deſign) was careful conſtantly to declare, that 
« he would never violate the Edict of Nantet, which 
he ſtill faithfully ſtiled the perpetual, the irrovocable E- 
dict. 

THE only litteral Meaning which the Pretender 5 
Words will bear, is a Meaning which he will {not pub- 
lickly own, nor like to have it diſcovered. - © to re. in- 
ſtate all his Subjects in the Enjoyment of their Religion, 
Laws and Liberties, is a very proper Declaration 
and Encouragement to moſt of thoſe who own im for 
their Sovereign, to all bigotted Papiſts and hot - headed 
Nonjurors; to deſperate Out laws, ſtarving Exiles, ſavæ ge 
Highlanders, and Iriſn Rapparees; to all who claim 
Eſtates, forſeited by their own, or their Father's Tre a- 
ſon; and to all Traitors who gaſp for the Eſtates and 
Properties of all real and true Subjects, Ye incur the 
Treaſon of oppoſing them. 

TO all that hungry Hoſt, ſuch a Promiſe i is a delicious 
Morſel, a Redemption from Miſery, a Call to Happineſs, 
an Invitation to take Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land, 
with all its Wealth, and MILK and HONEY. But it 


is a terrible Denunciation of Woe to us, the preſent 
Poſſeſſors to be ſtripped and IG deſtroyed or 
expelled, like the accurſed Philiſtines: For, as God 


gave Cannon to the Fews, the Pope can give ENGLAND 
to the CATHOLICS, juſt as he did half the Globe to the 
SPANIARDS, who have rendered it, by every Effort of 
ſavage Cruelty and devouring Tyranny, almoſt as waffe 
as when God firſt created it. | 

BY the ſame Rule of juſt ConftiaBtion; we find what 
removing the E acrodchments made upon & 
FREE PEOPLE. Theſe Encroachments are the Re- 
volution, the Proteſtant Succeſſion, the Diſe/tabliſhment ob 
Popery, tlie Reltrains upon Papifts, the Settlement of 
Hereſy, the Excluſion of Catholic Frinces, and our Reſiſt- 


ance of Catholic Ty OY THESE 
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x POPISH Endeavours, and with the POPE 
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THESE are Eneroachments and Grievances with a 
Witneſs, terrible Grievances to the POPE, terrible En- 


croachments upon the POPE'S PUPIL. Can he come 
- encouraged by the POPE, to mend the Conſtitution of 


PROTEST AN 'T S ? For, by the POPE'S Encouragement 
he comes, armed with the POPE'S Bleſlmg upo upon his 
E S CURSE 
againſt PROTESTANTS. Can he come by the 
Aid of FRANCE and SPAIN, to increaſe the Happineſs 
and Strength, and to improve the Liberties of ENG- 
LISHMEN ? For, by the Aid of theſe . Powers 
he comes armed egainſt ENGLAND. 
His Promiſes therefore, In any other Stile, are Der TLA 
A moſt raſh and profane Argument, moſt uſed to 
wicked Purpoſes, and to colour wicked Courſes : The 


blackeſt CRIMINALS have at all. Times urged it, as of- 


ten as they have been ſucceſsful. By the ſame Argument, 
Providence hath been much longer againſt him and his 


Family than for them. They have been fifty ſeven Years 


in EXILE. and he hath had a MOCK-REIGN of a few 
MON THS over OUT-LAWS in ARMS. We, who 
oppoſe him, can more juſtly uſe his own beſt Arugment 


_ againſt him ; ; we act under the GOSPEL and the LAW, 


in Conformity to both, and have the beft Claim in Favour 
from Providence. We therefore faithfully truſt to Provi- 


dence, and own ourſelves indebted to it for the REVO- ſe 


LUTION and PORTEST ANT SUCCESSION, as we hope 
ſoon to be for his utter DEFEAT and final EXPU LSION. 


Why ſuch a Defeat hath not happen'd ſooner, all Men 


lament, and moſt Men foreſaw. | 

IF he reaſon conſiſtently. he muſt confeſs, that Pro- 
vidence hath forſaken him, and forced him to fly from 
the ſame ancient Capital. How he got thither we all 
know, and he ought with Compunction to recollect. 
It was by the Treachery of Parricides in Authority, Men 


always gently uſed, faithfully Oey and even favoured 


by the Government. 5 H E 


(9) 


HE made War upon his Ma jeſty and his Maicfty's 


- Wi objects, by the Aid of the worſt. He did it by 
e Wrprize, at the Head of Barbarians and Rebels pnp,9- 
ed; all of them mercifully uſed, many of them par- 


ned from former Treaſons, many of them tru ted, 


s Ie of them preferred by his Majelty, ungratefully nd 
E naturally turning his own ARMS againſt him; unfur- 
e ed with any Plea from Oppreſſion, any Perſecution 


Conſcience, any Encroachment upon the Laws, any 
arm from arbitrary Power, under the mo legal, the 
tlet Adminiſtration, in full Poſſeſſion of Liberty, 
ſeited with it, unworthy of it, and wantoning in it. 
uch is the mad, unhallowed Spirit and Character of 
Rebellion, and ſuch Glory does it reflect upon the 
olution, which was only an Effort and Scheme of Self= 
f- ence, or rather of Se, Pręſer vation, againſt a crazy 
it, Nrant's defying Oaths, rendring Piecemeal the Laws of 
us DD and MAN, and making War upou Law and Con- 
rs Ence, and human Socieex. = 

ww Equally unfortunate is he in his Attack upon his Go- 
ho Moment, from the Faults found with it. The mildeft 


nt rernment is always the moſt boldly blamed ; fulneſs 


„Liberty is conſtantly expoſed to the Abuſe of Liberty; 
ur r HEALTH & WEALTH, & all other worldly Rleſſ- 
vi- AMBITION and LECONTENT V ill read ily find 
0. ICVANCES, Or 4s re: Cily make. tem. Even the necef. 
pe Vefence of Socisty, is a Gricvance to thoſe who 


r Own. Pl:ces. and Eniploymenis, which are inſe- 
bie from Society, as witzout them it cannot be go- 
ied, are Griev2i:ces to ſuch Who want them and cin- 
et them, ind the Poſſeflions of tim is the fur! 
9 „ an leffions of tim is the ſureſt 
e for railing at them. The Abuſe of PARLIA- 


P f . 
PEN, and is a- prepoſterous Grievance oat of his 


uth, For King JAMES hectored and defied PAR- 


n LIAMEN TS, 


t co dkireis Society, or even to lter it for Ends of © 


N 1'S comes with an evil and ill-judged Grace from | 


ot 
— , OO AA CGI II _- 


IAMENTS, won. - nave extinguiſhed PARLIAMENT) 
and ſet up his weak WILL, that is, POPERY and Ty 
RANNY, in the room of LAW, of GOSPEL, : 

© PARLIAMENTS. The Excellency of our LAW 


a a proof of the Excellency of our PARLIAMENT 


and a glorious Defence of them ; neither can they ha 
gigher praiſe. than that the PRETENDER and othe 
 APIST'S diſlike them. 

PENAL LAWS are the ftale Common-place of 
Jiſaffected MEN, and the eternal Subject of their I. 
ectives : becauſe they ſet Bounds to their Fury. It 
atural for Rebels to rail at the Laws that hamper ar 
hang them: I wonder that the Pretenders M ANIFE 


70 ſhould venture to mention PENAL LAWS, whe 


before the Revolution almoſt every PENAL LAW. 


wreſted into a CAPITAL LAW. Even the Defence 


LAW was made CAPITAL ; and fo worthy an ENG 
ISHMAN and io great a Man as Algernoon Sidney, w 

raigned for LIBELLING ; for, fo that excellent BOO 
k his in Defence of LIBERTY agaiuſt 'TYRANN) 

ace printed and read with Applauie, was then called 
nd that true Patriot, was executed for. publiſhing 
though it never went out of his Cloſet, nor was prove 


to be his Hand Writing. Harmleſs Words and Conve 


— = TV i £- 1090 +» m3 M5 _ 


| 


ſation became the Objects of PENAL LAWS, whidf- 


were virulently ſtretched to make PUBLICK MARTYR 


J doubt it is the greateſt Misfortune of this Gover 
ment, that Penal Laws have been ſo little exerted ; 
ſee the Numbers and boldneſs of Papiſts : Pray Ge 
we may not feel it. 

HE talks idly and looſly about former Miſcarrias 
under King James, and the Outcries, againſt them. 


calls Outrages and Tyranny Miſcarriages ; the Invaſid h 


and ſuſpenſion of the Laws; the High Commiſſion : 
Inquiſition ' ſet up to deftroy this Proteſtant Churc 
the exacting of Money from the Subjects, without 


„ 


d againſt Law; the impriſonment of the BISHOPS 
f the Church, a Third of the Bench at once, for their 
odeſt Petition to be relieved from crying Oppreſſion; 
Army maintained againſt Parliament and People ; 
any of the Officers Papiſts, commiſſioned againft Law; 
any of them IRISH PAPIS TS, the Butchers of 
oteftants in 41, or ſprung from ſuch Butchers, and till 
ging with the ſame Spirit of Butchery ; Cities and Bo- 
ughs robbed of their Charters, their dear Birth-Right ! 
rliaments extinguiſhed ; Proteſtants diſplaced and Op- 
fſed ; ſome burned, many baniſhed ; Popiſh Pr 8ieſts 
rerning publick Councils ; Popery itſelf advancing 
th dreadful Strides, already poſleis'd of the "Throne, 
d invading the Church ; barefaced Tyranny ſet up ;. 
teries, and the other Inſtruments of 'T'yranny, wantoning 
Oppreſſion, ſporting with the Lives. and Fortunes of 
n, and wading in Blood, All theſe frightful and 
nſuming Wars, all this Train of Horrors, he calls Ni 
riages; neither does he call them by this Name ex- 
ed, but only for Argument ſake, /uppo/es them, and 
ing dly adds, that They have been ore tban attoned for 
rOVSby an Exile of his Family during fifty ſeven Years. ” 
ny H I S may paſs for Reaſoning among ,B ANDI1TTI; 
Whiq;fians, deſperate Partizans, and the Enthuſiaſts of Party; 
| ongft ſavage Papiſts, attending him from Ignorance, 
overl$s, and Mountains; but it is an Inſult upon Common 
d; Wille : the more ſo; becauſe he does. not once blame 
y Gio James, for having committed ſuch a Groupe of Ty- 
ical Exceſſes: So far is he from declaring that he is 
rriasy for them, aſhamed of them, and that they ſhall ne- 
Abe repeated; though had he ſo declared, we ſhould 
avaſiq have fo believed: His Religion permits him to pro- 
10N & fair, damns him if he keeps his Promiſes. 
urch Y this odd Language and as odd Silence, we 
t LA clearly ſee what he intends, and what we may cer- 
L ly expect, even to ſee all reverſed that was done at 
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and fince the REVOLUTION, and all revived that w: 
done before. What that was I have juit ſhewed, an 
could {til thew more tragically, had I time to retail he 


alte Doings of James II, whole whole Hiſtory is b 


one continued Strain of Perfidy, Perjury, Bigotry, : 
Tyrarny a little Heart full of great Ambition, a wea 


Head, and neither Head nor Heart in 47s own keeping 


I F feems we have had, an wnilawful Government | 
wer face the REVOLUTION. Unhappily f 
him, this his Complaint hurts him bitterly. Ir is ce 
tain, that we have enjoyed more Felicity and Libe 
fince the REVOLUTION, than this NATION ey 


new fnce it was a NATION. It is Certain that T 


ranny was never carried to ſuch a Height as Before 
Revolution under Hrs Father. | — 
II E RE is a Choice offered us, to continue what 1 
are, H iPPYT and FREE ; or, to relapſe into the 8 El 
VITUDE and VOK E put upon the Necks 
our Forefathers by his Father. We have a hope 
gypecimen, from his Son's Behaviour in Scotland, w 
ve may ail:rediy hope for England. There he Rules | 
wanton Will, by Sword and Target, chiefly by the A 
and Councils of Mountzineers, who neither obey Lay 
nor can read it. Theſe are his Meaſures of Gove 
ment, for which he has FULL POWERS from his F. 
THER at FOME. Whilſt he is openly trampling up 
all Laws, and all that Free Parliaments have gone, at 
is acting what every Parliament muſt abhor, he moe 
us with an Appeal to a TREE Parliament: fo act 
nd io talked King Janes, but would never ftand 


Irial. His whole I'ruſt was in an IRISH Army, 


tha: of his Son is in one like it. 
THE Argument from Providence, taken from | 


anc 


Succeis, is equally ridiculous, Hath Prowiderce led Th 
to Victory, and the antient Capital of Scotland? Th 
Providence juſtifies lawleſs Invaſion and Outrages, and 
Violence of tae Sword againſt the ſacred Sanction 
| WII 


Laws. 


030 


WIT 'H the fame inconſiſtency and impotence, he 
talks of the Miſerable Situation of the Kingdom at Home 
and Abroad. Who hath contributed fo highly as himſelf 
to make it miſerable? Before he embroiled us, we riot- 
ed in Eaſe and Plenty; this gauled his great Patron, 
who therefore ſent him to reduce Free Britons to the 
Condition of his own Subjects, who are hungry Slaves; 
nor is there ſo ſure a Way to exalt France, as to ſink and 
enſlave Britain. Without this Deſign, we ſhould not 
have had this Viſit. It is the Intereſt of France; and 
therefore the Buſineſs of France, to undo us. This is 
the Uſe ſhe means to make of the Pretender; it is the 
Uſe which ſhe made of King Charles, and King James, 
who. from powerful Independent Sovereigns, demeaned 
ll themſelves to be the Deputies and Ceaajutors of the 
at French King, to enthral Europe: a Task never to be 
E effected, till hey had enthralled Heir People. They be- 
ks ¶ came the Inſtruments and Confederates of France againſt 
Opel their own Subjects. Thence ariſes the Zeal of France 
wu to eſtabliſh, or if you will, to reinfiate the Pretender, as 
les IN of a Race prapitious to France: Thence her hatred to 
e All King VMilliam, to King George, and to Liberty; and 
Lay thence her Partialicy and Succours to the Pretender. If 
over France apprehended any Good from England, France 
is FI far from helping Him, would help England againft Him. 
- upY This is, at preſent, the Perſuaſion of every True Engliſn- 
e, all man, and juſtly fills them with their preſent univerſal 
mod hoſtile Hatred to Fance, and to the Pretender; as the 
at Implement of France. The ſame Perſuaſion endears to 
d tthem, with ſeaſonable and unexampled Affection, their 
my, town excellent and matchleſs Conſtitution, and their 
gown brave and excellent King GEORGE. God bleſs 
om Hand proſper him, and blaſt the Devices of his Enemies. 
"2 The conftant and ardent Prayer of 


ind MONTANUS. 
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